
Unit Seven…WWI-WWII 

SS8H7 The student will evaluate key political, social, and economic changes that occurred in Georgia between 
1877 and 1918.  

Element Component Student Understanding 
Explain reasons for World War I and describe 
Georgia’s contributions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAUSES: 
Imperialism (Militarism), Industrialization, 
Nationalism, Alliances…Arch Duke Ferdinand 
assa5ssinated, Austria- 
Hungary issues ultimatum to Serbia, Serbia refuses, 
war is declared, seeds cause a conflict between two 
nations to turn into a global war with no clear 
objective 
RESULTS: 
Punish Germany, break-up Ottoman Empire, Georgia 
begins selling land to the federal govt.  
(used the land for military bases and training of 
troops) 
 

 
SS8H8 The student will analyze the important events that occurred after World War I and their impact on 
Georgia.  

Element Component Student Understanding 
Describe the impact of the boll weevil and drought on 
Georgia.  
 
 

Ate cotton crops, laid eggs and the boll weevil ate the 
cotton bulb, damaged the cotton industry, drought, 
and crops died…some Georgians moved out to Texas 
and Oklahoma for a new start but the Dust Bowl 
happened 

Explain economic factors that resulted in the Great 
Depression 
 
 
 
 

Buying on margin and speculation, little govt. 
involvement in the economy, too many items being 
produced, 5credit and debt escalate…stock market 
crash 1929, depression begins, Hoovervilles pop up 
overnight, homeless ride the rails looking for jobs out 
west 

Discuss the impact of the political career of Eugene 
Talmadge. 
 
 

Did not support the New Deal because he was afraid 
farmers would leave the farms to work for the 
government program. 

Discuss the effect of the New Deal in terms of the 
impact of the Civilian Conservation Corps, Agricultural 
Adjustment Act, rural electrification, and Social 
Security. 
 
 

Civilian Corps-(CCC)-Planted trees, built dams, and 
worked on other projects 
 
Agricultural Act-Taught farmers about crop rotation 
and soil erosion, FDR set prices and told farmers how 
much to make (too communistic for some…many of 
these laws will be repealed once the Depression is 
over) 
 
Rural Electrification-Brought electricity to rural farms, 
helped the economy because they were allowing more 
businesses and homes to be built 
 



Social Security-Gave people pensions for retirement, 
unemployment benefits, disability insurance, FDR’s 
greatest legacy 

 
 
SS8H9 The student will describe the impact of World War II on Georgia’s development economically, socially, 
and politically.  

Describe the impact of events leading up to American 
involvement in World War II; include Lend-Lease and 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor.   
 
 
 

Lend Lease-FDR rents land and materials to the 
Allies…the land was used by the Allies as military 
training bases 
 
 
Pearl Harbor-December 7, 1941, Japan attacked 
because of trade embargoes placed against them, and 
they wanted to destroy the Pacific Fleet…but three 
ships survived (the Hornet, Enterprise, and 
Yorktown)…we rebuilt are fleet in 6 months and 
fought the Japanese at Midway(we won and it showed 
the Japanese that we could fight back) 

Evaluate the importance of Bell Aircraft, military 
bases, the Savannah and Brunswick shipyards, Richard 
Russell, and Carl Vinson. 

Bell Aircraft-Lockheed built B-29 Super-fortresses (this 
is the type of plane used to drop the atomic bombs on 
Japan) 
 
Military Bases-many used for army/marine training, 
for learning Para-trooping, for Royal Air Force training 
(the British Air Force), several were also used as POW 
camps 
 
 
Savannah and Brunswick Shipyards-built Liberty Ships 
which were used to carry troops and supplies across 
the oceans 
 
Richard Russell-brought Department of Defense 
contracts to Ga., along with other businesses which 
helped our economy 
 
Carl Vinson- brought Department of Defense contracts 
to Ga., along with other businesses which helped our 
economy 

Explain the impact of the Holocaust on Georgians. Genocide, Holocaust (death by fire), ostracize, 
dehumanize, 6,000,000 Jews died along with several 
million other minority groups, Auschwitz and other 
camps burned them, gassed them, and tortured them, 
some survivors came to Georgia 

Discuss President Roosevelt’s ties to Georgia including 
his visits to Warm Springs and his impact on the state. 

He had Polio and the Warm Springs center helped him 
feel better, built the Little White House, died in 1945 
in Georgia 

 
Results of WWII-Hitler, Mussolini die in 1945, Hirohito was stripped of power, General MacArthur supervised the 
rebuilding of Japan who become our greatest economic ally, Berlin Wall, the Iron Curtain, the Cold War between 



us and the Soviets (race to space, nuclear arms race, Korean and Vietnam Wars, Olympics were important event 
that allowed the countries to prove their athletic abilities), and the creation of Israel 1948  


