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Loyalists and Patriots
Loyalists, also called Tories, 
British Royalists, or “King’s 
Friends,” were those 
who were loyal 
to the King of 
England, 
George III.
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Patriots, also referred to 
as Whigs, Liberty Boys, 

Colonials, or Sons and 
Daughters of Liberty, were 

those 
citizens 

ready to cut 
ties with 

Great Britain.
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Elijah Clark and the Battle of Kettle Creek
Morale throughout the colonies was 
at an all-time low. Finally, 
in February 1779, Georgia 
had a victory. A rebel 
militia group led by Col. 
Elijah Clarke defeated a force of 
more than 800 British troops at the 
Battle of Kettle Creek, about 8 
miles from Washington, Georgia.
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The Battle of 
Kettle Creek was 
minor compared 

to those who 
fought in other 

parts of the 
country. It was, 

however, 
important to 

Georgia.
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The militia was 
able to take badly 
needed weapons 
and horses from 
the British 
soldiers, and 
the spirits 
of the Georgia 
militia were 
lifted by 
their victory.
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Austin Dabney
Dabney, a freeborn mulatto of 

mixed parentage, was one of the 
men who followed 

Col. Clarke at Kettle 
Creek.  He arrived 

with Richard 
Aycock in Georgia 

just before the war
.
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Aycock was a white North 
Carolinian and was not known 
for his bravery. Instead of 
joining the Georgia militia 
himself, he proposed that 

Dabney take his place.
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After much discussion on whether or 
not Dabney was free or a slave, he 

was accepted. He proved to be a good 
soldier at Kettle Creek and was 

wounded in action. A family named 
Harris cared for him while he healed.
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After the Revolutionary 
War, veterans were given 
plots of land as part 
payments for their 
military service. 
Many didn’t want 
Dabney to get 
his veteran’s 
share of land.
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Gov. George Gilmer and some 
members of the Georgia 

legislature praised Dabney 
as a patriot. After 
months of debate, 

Dabney received 
a valuable piece 

of land  in 
Madison County.
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When he moved to his new home, 
he took the Harris family with 
him. Together they made the 

land profitable. Austin Dabney 
died in 1834, fifty-five years 

after the Battle of Kettle Creek.
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Nancy Hart
Around 1771, Benjamin 
and Nancy Hart and 
their 8 children settled 
12 miles outside of 
what is now Elberton. 
A much repeated 
legend involves the 
Harts and their neighbor, 
Col. John Dooley.
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A few days after 
Dooley’s murder, the 

5 Tories who 
killed him stopped 
by the Harts and 

demanded that 
she cook dinner 

for them. Nancy 
overheard them 
bragging about 

the murder.
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Nancy brought out a 
jug of whiskey for 
the men while 
Nancy motioned for 
her daughters to 
go for help. 
Meanwhile, Nancy 
took their rifles as 
she served them 
their meal.
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When one of the men 
finally noticed and 
rushed Nancy, she 
shot and killed 
him. She held 
the rest at 
gunpoint until 
help arrived.
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The rest of the soldiers were put 
on trial and hanged. Hart County 
and its county seat, Hartwell, is 

named for her. It’s the only 
county in Georgia 

named for 
a woman.
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Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, 
George Walton

The Declaration of Independence 
was officially signed on August 2, 
1776. These men were the three 

signers from Georgia.
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It was over a month, however, 
before Georgians found out 

how their representatives had 
voted or even what the 

Declaration said.
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George Walton was 
the youngest signer 
at age 26.

An autograph of Button 
Gwinnett is one of 
the most sought 
after at a value 
of about $250, 000.
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Siege of Savannah
In December 1778, British 
forces attacked and took 

control of Savannah.
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In early September 1779, 
twenty-two French ships and 

4,000 soldiers under the 
command of 

Charles Henri 
Comte 

d’Estaing
arrived off 

Tybee Island.
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Those troops joined about 
15,000 Americans under the 
command of Gen. Benjamin 

Lincoln. The combined armies 
laid siege to Savannah.
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A siege occurs when forces try 
to capture a fortified fort or 

town by surrounding it and 
preventing any supplies 

from reaching it.

http://www.sip.armstrong.edu/Forts/Wormsloe.html
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Finally, at daybreak on October 
9, the American and French 

troops attacked British 
positions. The attack lasted 
only 45 minutes and failed.

Fort
Prevost

http://www.sip.armstrong.edu/Forts/Warv3p28.html
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By the time it was over, more 
than 1,000 men with the 

American forces (821 of whom 
were French) and 

40 British lay dead.
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Over 600 men were wounded. One 
of America’s best foreign 
patriots, Polish Count Casimir 
Pulaski, had given his 
life for a country 
not his own. 
Savannah remained 
in British hands 
for the next 
3 ½ years.
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