
Sound: Amplitude & Pitch     



Sound Waves

 A Sound wave is a mechanical wave 
because it has to travel through a 
medium. 

 A Sound wave is also a Compressional 
wave because matter in the medium 
moves forward and backward along the 
same direction that the wave travels.



Let’s Review the Parts of a 

Compressional Wave



Parts of a Compressional 

Wave (Longitudinal)

The compression is the part of the 

compressional wave where the particles 

are crowded together. 



Parts of a Compressional 

Wave (Longitudinal)

The rarefaction is the part of the 

compressional wave where the particles 

are spread apart. 



Parts of a Compressional 

Wave (Longitudinal)

The wavelength is the distance from 

compression to compression or rarefaction to 

rarefaction in a compressional wave. 









Compare Compressional 

Wave to Transverse Wave



Amplitude and Loudness of Sound

 Loudness is the human perception of how much 
energy a sound wave carries.

 The greater the amplitude of a wave, the more 
energy it carries.

 In a compressional wave, the amplitude is 
greater when the particles of the medium are 
squeezed closer together in each compression 
and spread farther apart in each rarefaction.

 Larger amplitude = louder sound

 Smaller amplitude = softer sound 



Low Amplitude because particles in compression and 

rarefaction are more spread out

High Amplitude because particles in compression are more 

compressed and particles in the rarefaction are more spread out



Pitch and Frequency of Sound

 The pitch of a sound is how high or low it 

sounds.

 The frequency of a sound wave is the 

number of compressions that pass by a 

given point in one second.

 The higher the pitch, the higher the 

frequency.

 An object that vibrates faster forms a 

sound wave with a higher frequency.



More Compressions in 

the same amount of 

time; therefore, higher 

Frequency, higher Pitch

Fewer Compressions in the 

same amount of time; therefore, 

lower Frequency, lower Pitch



Pitch and Frequency of Sound

 Sound waves with a higher pitch have a 

shorter wavelength.





Amplitude and Pitch

1

2

3

4

Which of the following waves has high amplitude? 

High Pitch?



../cat_big_x.wav
../bear_growl_y.wav


../elephant.wav
../cat_yowl_x.wav


Tuning Fork Lab



Assessment Time

1. Which wave has the highest frequency?

A

B

2. Explain how you were able to 

distinguish the higher frequency.

3. Frequency is the pitch or loudness of 

a sound wave?



Assessment Time

4. Which wave has the lowest amplitude?

A

B
5. Explain how you were able to 

distinguish the lower amplitude.

6. Amplitude is the pitch or loudness of 

a sound wave?



The Doppler Effect











Doppler Effect Activity Sheet



Give an example of how you could demonstrate 

the Doppler Effect in a classroom.

What materials would you need? How would you 

use the materials?



 The energy 

carried in a 

sound wave 

can be 

described in 

decibels (dB).

 Hearing 

damage begins 

at about 85dB.

Measuring Sound






